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Attention all Medical Practitioners
Pharmacists

Re: Candesartan and Valsartan Interchange

Angiotensin II Receptor Antagonists (Sartans) are indicated for the treatment of
congestive heart failure and hypertension.

Valsartan 80mg and 160mg tablets are being procured by the Government
Pharmaceutical Services (GPS) instead of the candesartan 8mg and 16mg tablets. As a
result, all new patients requiring a sartan will be started on valsartan. Conversely,
patients currently taking candesartan tablets shall be changed over to valsartan tablets
within a two months interchange period. After this change-over period, candesartan
will no longer be available.

Sartan Preparations undergoing interchange
Candesartan 8mg scored tablets 16mg scored tablets
Valsartan 80mg scored tablets 160mg scored tablets

As from November 2007, the prescribers, including general practitioners (GPs), are to
supply patients with a prescription for candesartan carrying the alternative option for
valsartan. The prescription must include each respective dosage regimen in line with
the licensed indications provided by the Summary of Product Characteristics (SPC) of
each medicinal product. When the patient presents the prescription for candesartan /
valsartan, the dispensers are to dispense candesartan if there are any remaining stocks
at the pharmacy. If candesartan stocks will have been already depleted, then the
patient will be given valsartan. Once a patient is changed over from candesartan to
valsartan, then he/she is to be prescribed valsartan only.

For any further information on valsartan, kindly refer to the Summary of Product
Characteristics (SPCs) and Patient Information Leaflets (PILs) available at
http://medicinesauthority.gov.mt/products/search.htm

I thank you in advance for your cooperation so as to render the interchange as smooth
as possible for all patients concerned.
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